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B & 18 4 /7 48 E 1 Discovering our campus plants

20225 - Y Tsui-Ya Liu, Shu-Miaw Chaw
B FT PTIZEZAEE Herbarium, Institute of Botany

BAEEFRITE%
Thickhead and Button Burweed

HEFIEL Thickhead, Redflower ragleaf, Fireweed
Crassocephalum crepidioides (Benth.) S. Moore

%58 Asteraceae or Composite family
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( http://lwww.maleny.net.au/mp/plant/thickhead.html ) - {15 ¥ E /& ATECH8 BK EEE BRI AEHE
Y71 (http://www.hear.org/pier/index.html ) -

Distribution: Tropical Africa; commonly naturalized in tropics and subtropics.
Location: At lawns and wastelands.

Characteristics: Annual herb, up to 1 m tall; leaves simple, alternate, up to 15 cm long, irregularly and
pinnately lobed; heads terminal, drooping, reddish at the tip, bearing only tubular florets; fruit an
achene, with white pappi.

Remark: This genus has about 24 species, including the present species, which is the only representative in
Taiwan.

For the familial characteristics of Asteraceae, please refer to the 865th issue of Academia Sinica Weekly.
Thickhead was introduced to Taiwan between Taishio (1911-1925) and Shyowa (1925-1988) ages when the
Japanese occupied Taiwan (1895-1945), from the latter age the Chinese common name was originated. It is a
naturalized weed, commonly seen from low to medium elevations. The tender leaves and stems of this species
have a flavoursome nutty taste and have been in widespread use amongst the Australian aborigines as a salad
green, either cooked or eaten raw (http://www.maleny.net.au/mp/plant/thickhead.html). It is worthy of noting
that the present species is listed as one of the invasive and potentially invasive plant species in the Pacific
Islands by the Pacific Island Ecosystems at Risk project (PIER) (http://www.hear.org/pier/index.html) funded

5



I B F O

by USDA Forest Service International Program funds.

B 4:%5 Button burweed, False corianda
Soliva anthemifolia (Juss.) R. Br.

%%} Asteraceae or Composite family
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TERIEFF B4 HA R N RAR » R EAVETEEAE S bR -

Distribution: S America.
Location: At lawn and wasteland.

Characteristics: Annual dwarf herb; leaves alternate, 5— 15 cm long, finely divided and pinnate to bi-pinnated;
heads axillary, sessile, solitary or aggregate; outer florets pistillate with persistent styles (which will develop
into burs), central florets staminate; fruit an achene with awns.

Remark: This genus has about 8 species worldwide and two naturalized species in Taiwan.

Both the Button and Lawn burweeds (S. pterosperma) grow on our campus and are similar in their
appearances. In the former, the leaves are longer (5— 15 cm long), the heads are often aggregate and rooting at
base, and the persistent styles on achenes are soft. In contrast, in the latter the leaves are less than 5 cm long,
the heads are solitary and not rooting at base, and the persistent styles on achenes are hard and spiny.

5 FHSURR ke 2275 4k

SLEH - 2000 - EEREFE S o RRUE.

FFEEE 1975 - [EEBSSTIHOAILE - BEAKEE
http://www.tactri.gov.tw/htdocs/lawnweed/Lw12.htm

http://www.golfandsportsturf.com.au/article.asp?ArticleID=55
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1,2 : HEAOIEL Thickhead ; 1 (20030512 ) ; 2 BEARTEFEAIJEE 5 heads and fruits (20030513 )

3,4,5 : {5It4:%7 Button burweed ; 3 (20030210) ; 4 BE{RTERF head (20030210) ; 5 355 J83 SLEL &pk
FER S fruiting head (20030210 )

6, 7 : FHE 445 Lawn burweed ; 6 (20030506 ) ; 7 BEARES &5 fruiting head (20030407 )
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