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American Black Nightshade and Japanese Climbing Fern

YEEFEZE American black nightshade
Solanum americanum Miller
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HiiFl Solanaceae or Nightshade family
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Distribution: S America; widespread in tropical and temperate regions.
Location: At lawn, wasteland and the foots of walls.

Characteristics: Annual herb, up to 1 m tall; leaves simple, alternate, ca. 4—8 cm long, 2—4 c¢cm wide, ovate,
acute at apex; flowers white, petals less than 5 mm long; calyx reflex when fruiting; fruit a berry, shining
black when ripe, less than 8 mm long.

Remark: This cosmopolitan genus has about 1200 species, including 18 species from Taiwan.

The shoots and leaves of both American black nightshade and Black nightshade (S. nigrum) are used as
vegetables. In the latter the calyces are not reflex when fruiting and the fruits are less than 8 mm long with
dull surface.

The Solanceae is a large family of herbs and a few shrubs and small trees, containing more than 90
genera and more than 3000 species worldwide, including about ten genera and 31 species from Taiwan.
Among the most familiar solanaceous food plants are the potato (S. tuberosum), the peppers (various Capsium
species), egg plant (S. melongena), tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum), Chinese matrimony-vine (Lycium
chinense), black nightshade, Cape gooseberry (Physalis sp.) and tobacco (Nicotiana species). The family also
includes ornamentals such as Downy thorn-apple (Datura metel), Petunia (Petunia hybrida), Manaca
(Brunfelsia hopeana) and Night jasmine (Cestrum nocturnum) etc. Some plants (such as Datura stramonium)
of this family do good service as a medicine or narcotic.

Y§4:vh Japanese climbing fern
Lygodium japonicum (Thunb.) Sw.
Y840 Schizaeaceae
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Distribution: India, China and E Asia to S Pacific regions; an invasive weed in America.
Location: Twining on somewhat shade plants and fences.

Characteristics: Perennial vine, rhizome creeping underground, rachis glabrous, wiry and twining, up to ten
meters long; leaves compound, bearing dormant buds and sterile and fertile fronds; sporangia on margins
of finger-like lobes (look like gecko’s fingers).

Remark: This genus has about 40 species worldwide, including two species in Taiwan. The rachis of Japanese
climbing fern can be used to make pan brushes and to weave baskets. This fern often forms a tangled
mass over other plants.

Schizaeaceae contains some four genera and 170 species worldwide, including two genera and four
species in Taiwan. The family is characterized by the ovoid and nearly sessile sporangia, which have apical
annula.

1, 2,3 EFEZE American black nightshade ; 1 (20030429) ; 2 i flowers (20030422) ; 3 & fruits
(20030429)

4,5 Jg<b Japanese climbing fern 5 4 ZREAEREMN b - e 2 EEE - AREIEARNAE T climbing
on Chinese juniper; left, young sterile fronds, right, fertile fronds (20030430) ; 5 & T-5 mature fertile
fronds (20030128)
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