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ooRIEEYI T B E i © ¢ Discovering our campus plants
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IINEE R 7K B G B ER
Artillery Plant and Twinleaf Nightshade
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The Atrtillery plant is a common dwarf weed. It can flourish in any somewhat moist, lightly shaded and
little dusted places, such as the rim of flowerpot, crevices of the wall as well as paved road, and wall of
ditches etc. Artillery plant can quickly form spreading clumps up to 60 cm side, making an attractive
groundcover. The English common name is derived from the forcefully-ejected pollen. The Nettle family, to
which Artillery plant belongs, has about 48 genus and more than 1000 species. There are 21 genus and 63
species in Taiwan. In this family, the ramie was an important source of fiber. The leaves of the Stinging
nettle (Urtica thunbergiana) and Stinging tree (Dendrocnide meyeniana) have stinging hairs; they can pierce
skin and inject acid liquid (histamine and other compounds) causing a burning and itching sensation.

/NEES KR Artillery plant, Gunpowder plant
Pilea microphylla (L.) Liebm.
=i} Urticaceae or Nettle family
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Distribution: Tropical America, widely naturalized in Africa and Asia.

Location: On flowerpots, crevices of the wall, cement and paved road, wall of ditch.

Characteristics: Annual herb, succulent; monoecious, with unisexual flowers. Leaves simple, opposite,
unequal, narrow obovate, ca. 0.6 cm long, 0.2 cm wide, acute to obtuse at apex, entire at margin;
inflorescences axillary, flowers small, less than 0.2 cm across, anthers ejecting pollens explosively;
fruit an achene.

Remark: This genus has about 200 species, distributed in tropical and warm region, excluding Australia. In
Taiwan there are 13 species and a variety.
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The Nightshade family is a large family with more than 3,000 species, and includes species which
are essential for life. Those important edible species include the potato, tomato, capsicum, chili pepper,
eggplant, Chinese matrimony-vine (Lycium chinense), black nightshade (Solanum nigrum), Cape gooseberry
(Physalis sp.) and tobacco (Nicotiana species). The plant family also includes ornamentals such as Downy
thorn-apple (Datura metel), Petunia (Petunia hybrida), Manaca (Brunfelsia hopeana) and Night jasmine
(Cestrum nocturnum) etc. Some plants of this family do good service as a medicine or narcotic.

FEXSER Twinleaf nightshade
Solanum diphyllum L.
#iiF} Solanaceae or Nightshade family
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Distribution: Mexico and Central America, widely naturalized. In Taiwan, cultivated as a hedge, and some
escaped.

Location: Scattered among hedge plants, NW of Institute of Botany.

Characteristics: Evergreen shrub, glabrous. Leaves simple, unequal-paired, elliptic, margin entire; racemes
opposite to leaves; flowers white, ca. 0.5 cm across; fruit a berry, orange, ca. 0.7—1.2 cm across.

Remark: This genus has about 1200 species and is cosmopolitan. In Taiwan there are 18 species.

¥ MY ARE A B R T BOIE 4SS 2 - hitp://hast.sinica.edu.tw

IEHGEE Twinleaf nightshade IEHSGEE Twinleaf nightshade
HER &= E Fruits orange when ripe
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