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POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT

Office of Survey Research, Academia Sinica
Taipei, Taiwan seeks to appoint a tenure-track
researcher. The researcher will be responsible for
engaging in survey methodology research as well
as planning and overseeing survey research
projects. The selected applicant is expected to
work once the hiring procedure is completed.
Applicants must have a doctoral degree in
sociology, political science, economics,
epidemiology,  public  hygiene,  statistics,
psychology or any relevant fields. Preference is
given to applicants who have experience in doing
survey or have been principal investigators of
large-scale survey research projects.
Interested applicants should send the
following items by September 30, 2002:
1.curriculum vitae (Besides basic background
information, detailed academic and other
working experiences, especially surveying
experiences or trainings in methodology, should
be provided here.)

2.research plan statement (which includes research
methodology and other topics.)

3.a copy of doctoral diploma (or proof)

4.three copies of publications or research papers
(including dissertation)

5.graduate school transcripts
6.three letters of references
to Dr. Tsu-Tan Fu, Director, Office of Survey
Research, Academia Sinica, Nankang, Taipei
Taiwan 115
Questions in regards to applying for this
position can be addressed through Tel:
886-2-2788-1305 Ms. Eva Chang - Fax:
886-2-2788-1740 > Email:evachang@sinica.edu.tw
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Asthma Plant, Gulf Sandmat and Prostrate Spurge
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The Asthma plant, Gulf Sandmat and Prostrate spurge are common weeds of the genus, Chamaecyse, on
our campus. They scatter along roadsides, beside the paddy field, and in the crevices of cements. Among the
dicotyledons, Chamaecyse is unique in the possession of a sheath of cells (contain large chloroplasts)
surrounding the vascular bundles that able to do C4 photosynthesis. The first and the latter two species are
easily distinguishable by different states of the prostrate stems, as well as the size and length of the stem and
leaves respectively. However, the latter two species are highly similar to each other and sometimes confused
at the first sight. In Gulf Sandmat the cyathia are clustered at axil, the style is up to 0.6 mm long, and the ripe
fruits (capsules) are not completely exserted (because the pedicel is shorter than the involucre) at maturity and
often rupturing one side of involucres. While in Prostate Spurge, the cyathia are solitary at axil, the style is
shorter than 0.3 mm, and the capsules are excerted and bent (please see the figure). Poinsettia, Croton,
Acalypha sp., Crown of thorns (or Christ plant), Petroleum plant (or Aveloz, Milk bush), and Bishop wood are
common ornamental species. Important products of the family include cassava, rubber (from Hevea
brasililiensis), tung oil, castor-oil (Ricinus communis L).

The Euphorbiaceae is a large family of dicotyledons, with about 300 genera and over 5000 species,
mainly tropical in distribution. In Taiwan there are 27 genera and 77 species. They are trees, shrubs, lianas
and herbs, and sometimes fleshy, usually with latex. Leaves are mostly simple, stipulate, alternate, rarely
opposite or whorled, sometimes reduced. The stipules are sometimes reduced to glands. The flowers are
stipulate, regular, unisexual, and may occur in the same plant (monoecious) or on different plants (dioecious).
The calyx and corolla are present or the latter absent.  Fruit is a capsule, drupe, samara or berry.

5. Asthma plant, Garden spurge
Chamaesyce hirta (L.) Millsp.
KELF} Euphorbiaceae or Spurge family
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Distribution: Tropical regions.

Location: Scattered in sunny lawns, waste places, and roadsides and by paddy fields.

Characteristics: Herb; stem prostrate to erect, somewhat reddish, distinctively serious. Leaves simple,
pposite, ovate-lanceolate, 1.5—5 cm long, 0.8—1.5 cm wide, acute at apex, margin serrulate; raceme
terminal; fruit a capsule.

Remark: This genus has about 250 species, distributed worldwide. In Taiwan there are 14 species. They are
herbaceous. The leaves are simple, opposite, oblique at base. Inflorescence is a cyathium, which
characterizes the tribe Euphorbieae. As defined by Dresselr (1957) a cyathium is composed of fused
involucral bracts surrounding a single, terminal female flower and usually is composed of a cluster of
five male flowers. Fruit is a capsule.

FHEE Gulf Sandmat
Chamaesyce thymifolia (L.) Millsp.
KEEFl Euphorbiaceae or Spurge family
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Distribution: Pantropical regions.

Location: Scattered in sunny lawns, roadsides, and crevices of paved roads.

Characteristics: Prostrate herb, stem usually green to red. Leaves simple, obovate to oblong, 3—8 mm long,
2—4.6 mm wide, acute to round at apex, serrulate at margin; fruit a capsule.

kA= KEY Prostrate spurge
Chamaesyce prostrata (Ait.) Small

KEXF} Euphorbiaceae or Spurge family
AFEAYEEER ~ A7 ~ JPREBLFTZADL - IPREZZ RS RSIE -

The distribution, location, and morphological characteristics of the present species are similar to the
former species. Their differences are remarked in the introduction.

TR EL Asthma Plant 55 Asthma Plant(45 52 » frunt)
REAC BR SR AR A BEAR

(cyathium clustered with peduncle at axil)
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THEEL Gult Sandmat

FHEE Gult Sandmat

FFREL Gult Sandmat(Lin et al)
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The cyathium are clustered at axil, and theripe fruits
Are not completely exserted at maturity and often

Rupturing one side of involucres

R4 KEY Prostate Spurge(Lin et al)

REACRF B AR - BRI T
The cyathium are solitary at axil, and the
capsules are bent
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