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Distribution: The Philippines, Taiwan, Ryukyu Islands. A common ornamental and windbreak tree.

Location: SE of Institute of Biomedical Sciences.

Characteristics: Evergreen tree, with yellow exudates. Leaves simple, opposite, oblong, margin entire, lateral
veins indistinct; flowers fascicled, axillary, unisexual or dioecious, milky yellow; berry yellow when
ripe, longitudinally compressed and globose, ca. 4 cm across.

Remark: This genus has about 200 species, distributed throughout tropics. In Taiwan, there are three species.

EZf-5E Wulai rhododendron
Rhododendron kanehirai Wilson

H-EEALF} Ericaceae
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Rhododendron L., with ca. 1000 species (Chamberlain et al., 1996), is the largest genus of Ericaceae. It
includes not only evergreen, large-leaved, and frequently large-flowered species and hybrids but also dwarf,
smaller-leaved shrubs, both evergreen and deciduous, with few flowered clusters of usually small blooms.

"Azalea" is the common name given to the deciduous species and hybrids as well as to a group of compact,
evergreen shrubs mainly derived from the Japanese species.

In spring rhododendrons blossom everywhere in the island, mainly in parks, on campuses, along
highways and traffic lands. Most of them are of introduced Rhododendron mucronatum. There are fourteen
rhododendrons in Taiwan and half of them are endemic. Three endemic and elegant species, namely Taiwan
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rhododendron (R. formosanum), Red-hair rhododendron (R. rubropilosum wvar. rubropilosum), and
Jade-mountain rhododendron (R. pseudochrysanthum) are commonly seen in the montane areas of the island.
The former is widely distributed in low to medium elevations, the latter two are in medium to high elevations.
Whereas, R. kanehira is extremely rare. The government designated it as a precious and protected species by
legislation; it originally inhabited along the banks of Peishih River near Wulai, from which its common name
is derived. The natural habitat was submerged after the Feitsuei Dam was completed in 1984, since then there
has been no any wild population in existence. Fortunately, about some 43 individuals were preserved by
several institutes before 1984. These shrubs have been the sources of cuttings and seeds to conserve the
species (http://www.tesri.go.tw/content3/angiosp2.htm).

Distribution: Endemic to Taiwan.
Location: Beside the Ecological Pool.
Characteristics: Evergreen shrub. Leaves simple, alternate, with hairs on both sides, margin entire; flowers
terminal, pink to purple.
Remark: This genus has about 850 species, distributed throughout the temperate areas, SE Asia and Australia.
In Taiwan, there are 13 native species and two varieties

JEE1E/K Garcinia subelliptica JEEE/REE Garcinia subelliptica (fruits)
EZcH-FE Rhododendron kanehirai S EH-EE R. mucronatum
FUIFERE R. pseudochrysanthum EEHEE R. formosanum
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