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Chinese New Year Dinner Party

R E

Who: International faculties, staff and families of
Academia Sinica are invited

When: 6:30pm, Wednesday, 6 February 2002

Where: Lecture Hall, 2nd floor of the Academic
Activity Center, Academia Sinica
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Discovering our campus plants
Tsui-Ya Liu, Shu-Miaw Chaw
Herbarium, Institute of Botany

Between the summer of 2000 and 2001, we published a series of introductory articles in our
Weekly On more than 50 species of woody plants grown on our campus. These articles have been
complied into a book which is now in print. We hope to share this campus flora book with you soon.
This year we will introduce to you some ferns, herbaceous monocots and dicots, and wetland plants
in the Ecological Pond. These plants are widely distributed in all corners of our campus and often in
the open yards. Besides, they can hardly be identified after mowing; therefore, we will not specify
their locations. We suggest that plant lovers look for those plants that we will describe, according to
the pictures we will provide and examine them carefully. You are most welcome to visit our
herbarium for manuals, floras, and specimens in order to better understand and to appreciate the flora
of our campus. If you have any questions regarding the names of our campus plants or any species
that you wish us to write an introduction, please do feel free to contact us.

Rabbit Milkweed and Asiatic Hawksbeard

Asteraceae (Composite or Aster family) is one of the biggest families in Taiwan (others
including orchid family, grass family and pea family). Locally there are about 85 genera and 222
species. Although Aster family is very large and complex, its members are characterized by having
a head (or capitulum), which is composed of few too many flowers borne on a receptacle. Each
flower may have one or more chaffy or scarious bracts at its base. The most notable characteristic
of the Asteraceae is the arrangement of flowers in heads. The head consists of flowers (usually
termed florets) which are typically of two types: the inner ones are termed disc or tubular florets, and
the outer are ray or ligulate florets. The disc floret possesses a tubular five-lobed corolla from
whose base arises five stamens with connate anthers. Most plants of Asteraceae are herbs or shrubs,
and rarely trees; some species have latex. Leaves are alternate or opposite (rarely whorled), simple
pinnately dissected or compound, without stipule. Fruit is an achene (a kind of dry and small fruit
with a thin or hard and sometimes bony wall, to which the seed fuses) often with persistent bristles or
scales (or both; termed as pappus), which help disperse seeds by the wind.

Vegetables of the Aster family that commonly consumed by local people are garland
chrysanthemum, lettuce, mugwort, burdock, and chrysanthemum teaetc. Many herbs of this family
in the field are used as herbal medicines and edible wild vegetables, but most of them are bitter or
have special tastes. Rabbit milkweed and Asiatic hawksbeard are very common weeds in our
campus. They can be distinguished from each other as following: the former has bigger heads
(more than 1 cm across) and entire to slightly serrulate radical leaves, while the latter has smaller
heads (less than 1 cm across) and pinnately parted radical leaves.

e F5% Rabbit milkweed
Ixeris chinensis (Thunb.) Nakai
4%} Asteraceae
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fifet © ARBEYI4Y 20 7 > AR nn ORI e o BB A 6 fi -
Distribution: Taiwan, China, Japan, Korea and S.E. Asia.

Location: In lawns, roadsides and waste fields.

Characteristics: Perennial, with milky latex, up to 40 cm high. Leaves simple, alternate, the lower
ones oblanceolate, and the median and the upper ones gradually smaller, margin
entire to dentate; heads with ligulate florets only, ca. 1.5 cm across, corolla yellow.

Remark: This genus has about 20 species, distributed throughout the E and SE Asia. In Taiwan,
there are six native species.

= he2 Asiatic hawksbeard, oriental false hawksbeard
Youngia japonica (L.) DC. subsp. japonica
g%} Asteraceae
JREER © 508 ~ BREF i BN -
J3AE  FPE  fEE - B
JoRE © AR BRIt £9 1050 Aormr o B BRAETEFEIBREIE - PR BEAE SR
= K408 A7 -
fifet - RBHEYL 40 78 > AR o G E 1 fE{H ) fy 3 5ifd -
Distribution: Taiwan and S.E. Asia to Australia.
Location: In sunny lawns, gardens and roadsides.
Characteristics: Perennial, with milky latex, ca. 10—60 cm high. Leaves simple, radical leaves
oblanceolate, pinnately lobed, with the terminal lobe the largest and laterals

becoming progressively smaller toward the base; cauline leaves small; heads
with ligulate florets only, ca. 8 mm across, corolla yellow.

Remark: This genus has about 40 species, distributed throughout Asia. In Taiwan, there is only
native species which is represented by three subspecies.

B - RFIREH e B e AT IE R IR TSRS -

Acknowledgement: We would like to thank Mr. Siddhu Siddharthan for improvement of our
English draft.
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513 Ixeris chinensis BTG e T RS 0 A L =R
Heads of Ixeris chinensis (left) and
Youngia japonica subsp. japonica (right)

4B Youngia japonica subsp. japonica CERBEI RS FEER LAHEE -
Youngia japonica subsp. japonica (note the
fruits with persistent pappus on their tops)
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